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THE FOCUS 


One thing we've always tried to put across 
is that, as much as possible, the Executive 
Assistant should reflect the personality of 
their employer. Even when they're doing 
the choosing, the prospective "owners" 
will gravitate toward certain Executive 
Assistants. We quickly establish the kind 
of woman Diane Coverdale is. She's no- 
nonsense and willing to fight for what she 
believes in, so that tends to get her into 
trouble. She's also extremely stylish. For 
her obviously, protection is the number one 
concern, but she also wanted someone who 
would fit in her glamorous Hollywood life- 
style. Iris would probably stand out like а 
sore thumb when TMZ is snapping photos. 
But Acteia not only would fit right in, she'd 
smile for the camera...before breaking it. 


One of the most fun parts of coming up with new concepts 
E and characters is working with the artist on the design. | 
have no artistic talent whatsoever. Stick figures are a chal- 
lenge. But in times like this, | get to "spread my artistic 
wings." This is especially true when | work with Eduardo 
on new designs, as he 15 always looking to incorporate 
new fashions and styles into the looks of the characters. 





I've always liked his different designs of Iris. Very corporate 

when she was at work, and very utilitarian when she was 

. on a mission. When it came to Acteia, we wanted to make 

‘ga Sure that we went with someone with a different look and 

Ч + personality from Iris. And as you can see, Eduardo delivered 

„ ,' immediately. Whereas Iris is stoic in both her manner and 
her dress, Acteia is more flamboyant and expressive. 
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THE FOCUS 


1 believe that the Hit List Agenda is the 
natural evolution of the Executive Assistant 
Series. The first time around, we intro- 
duced readers to the world of Iris and 
showed where she came from. But we only 
scratched the surface of the mythology and 
the universe. As people will quickly see, 
Acteia and lris may both ultimately have 
the same goals--to protect and serve their 
employers--but they go about that service 
in very different ways. One thing they have 
in common is that they can kick serious ass 
when called upon to do so. The difference 
is, Iris would prefer to solve problems by 
other means while Acteia has no problem 
using her fists, or a sword, or an assault 
rifle to solve her problems. Over the course 
of the series though, Iris and Acteia will find 
that they have more in common than they 
ever realized. 


To bring this big world to life, we've been 
fortunate to be able to work with some very 
talented creators, each of them bringing 
their own unique vision to the crossover. 
First, of course, there's my buddy Eduardo, 
who worked with me on the original Iris 
series and has returned to stay on the new 
series. Then we have one of my oldest 
friends in comics, Scott Lobdell. Oh wait, 
maybe that didn't come out right. Sorry, 
Scott. Anyway, Scott is working with Micah 
Gunnell on Executive Assistant: Orchid. This 
is a part of the story that | wish | was able to 
tell myself. Orchid is employed by a Mexican 
gangster, and the events in her story have 
a feel right out of a Quentin Tarantino film. 
Meanwhile, Aspen's own Editor in Chief 
and master scribe Vince Hernandez and the 
awesome Oliver Nome embark on a сот- 
pletely different kind of Executive Assistant 
tale of political intrigue and global stakes 
in Executive Assistant: Lotus. And then we 
have the renowned Marc Andreyko team- 
ing up with another old friend, Pop Mhan, 
in Executive Assistant: Violet, which is a 
James Bond-ish tale of espionage in the U.K. 
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And it's even more rewarding when the 
books are finally on the stands, and you get 
to read and experience what we've been 
toiling over for months. And then, hope- 
fully at some convention down the line, or 
on the message boards or on Facebook or 
wK, Twitter or any of the other hundreds of ways 
=|) one has to communicate these days, you'll 


let us know what you think of our baby, 
The Hit List Agenda!!! 


O 


David Wahl. 






1 must say that it's been a pleasure working 
with these great creators. Everyone brings 
their own expertise and story sense to the 
crossover, and this allows each of the dif- 
ferent titles to have it's own special, unique 
style and flavor. But beneath that, we're all 
heading in the same direction, working on 
one big, explosive story that will bring all 
of these extraordinary characters together. 
Doing an ambitious crossover like 
this isn't easy, but it's very reward- 
ing when you see the final product. 
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